The " Arabic " Incident

second point I have always clearly stated here, that we reserve
to ourselves full liberty of decision, if England refuses to receive
our advances. At present, now that the Arabic case has been
^recognized as exceptional, this * freedom ' is only being encroached
upon Jrom one direction, as we have undertaken not to sink
passenger ships without warning, etc. By this undertaking we
must abide, unless we wish to go to war with the United States
of America. Any future destruction of passenger ships with
Americans on board, especially if such took place without warn-
ing, and with the approval of the Imperial Government, would
inevitably cause a rupture/'                                                     ^
The political sky in the United States was thus becoming
more propitious day by day ; but our enemies' exertions for the
purpose of undermining the present friendly relations, redoubled
in proportion. The German Embassy became the chief object
of attack, owing to the fact being clearly realized by our foes,
that so long as its influence in Washington political circles re-
mained unimpaired, no rupture of diplomatic relations could be
hoped for. Entente diplomacy left no stone unturned which
could be of service against us ; lies, robbery, personal defama-
tion, gossip, were all used to discredit us.
The conduct of the British Naval Attach^, Capt. Guy
Gaunt, affords a good example of the unscrupulous policy of our
foes. According to the evidence of Dr. Fuehr, this gentleman,
now holding a high position in London, attempted in the early
months of 1916 to corrupt a messenger of our Press Bureau in
New York, one Alfred Hoff, whose daily duty it was to take news-
paper cuttings to Councillor Albert's office. Two of * Capt.
Gaunt's people stopped this boy in the street and invited him to
the British Consular offices ; here he was received by the Captain
himself, who showed him a bag filled with bank-notes, and pro-
mised him a liberal reward, if he would undertake to obtain some
letters from Dr. Fuehr's desk. Hoff pretended to fall in with
this suggestion, but at once informed his employer of the inci-
dent. Capt. Gaunt then made a second effort to bribe Hoff by
the promise of a money reward for every document from the